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The Coming Street YWCA was established on this site in 1911, when the Colored Young Women’s Christian 
Association of Charleston acquired a nineteenth century residence at 106 Coming Street to serve black women 
during the era of racial segregation. The organization itself was founded in 1907 and became an official branch of 
the Charleston YWCA in 1920. Due to deteriorating facilities and expanding programming, the earlier structure 
was demolished. A one story brick and concrete block YWCA building, designed by prominent local architects 
Cummings & McCrady, was constructed in 1964. It served as the headquarters for the YWCA of Greater 
Charleston until 2014. The building is closely associated with Christine O. Jackson, who served as Executive 
Director from 1966 to 2003. Mrs. Jackson was a pivotal civil rights leader who guided the YWCA through 
desegregation, expanded services for women, youth, and families, and founded Charleston’s annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration in 1972, now the largest such observance in South Carolina. Under Jackson’s 
leadership, the YWCA became a major institutional force for racial equity, professional advancement for women, 
and community activism, leaving a lasting social and cultural legacy in Charleston, SC.

106 COMING STREET
YWCA OF GREATER CHARLESTON

1963 rendering of the Coming Street YWCA Designed by Cummings & McCrady (Evening Post, 1963 November 27, Charleston, SC)
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